
 

PRESENTS 

THE GRAND ORGAN SERIES 
 

 

THE RITE OF SPRING: 
STEPHEN THARP PLAYS STRAVINSKY AND BARTÓK 

 

STEPHEN THARP, ORGAN 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2024 
3:00 P.M. 

SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE  



We are extremely grateful to all our donors who support and enhance the activities 
of Concerts at Saint Thomas. This evening’s concert is underwritten in part by the 

following generous individuals: 

Matthew Ailey & Greg Zaffiro 

Marsha & Michael Ambler 
Ursula Corning † 

Kari & Stephen Gauster-Filek 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harvey 

Kenneth A. Lohf † 
Russell Keys Oberlin Foundation 

Miles Archer Woodlief 
Simon Yates & Kevin Roon 

 
 

 
 

The use of photography or video recording of any kind is strictly prohibited 
during the performance. All digital livestream and archival content are the sole 

property of Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue. 
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KINDLY REMEMBER 
TO SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 

 
 
 

 Concerto for Orchestra, Sz. 116 Béla Bartók 
     (1881-1945) 
     transc. Stephen Tharp (b. 1970) 
 

i. Introduzione. Andante non troppo – Allegro vivace 
 

ii. Presentando le coppie. Allegro scherzando 
 

iii. Elegia. Andante non troppo 
 

iv. Intermezzo interrotto. Allegretto 
 

v. Finale. Presto 
 

  
 

 
 

BRIEF PAUSE 

 
 
  
 
 Le Sacre du printemps (The Rite of Spring) Igor Stravinsky 
     (1882-1971) 
     transc. Stephen Tharp 
    
     Part I: L'Adoration de la Terre (Adoration of the Earth) 
 

     Part II: Le Sacrifice (The Sacrifice) 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



STEPHEN THARP, ORGAN 
 

Stephen Tharp, described as having “performed colorfully, rousing and splendid” by 
The New York Times, and hailed as “the organist for the connoisseur” (Organ 
magazine, Germany), “the thinking person’s performer” (Het Orgel), “every bit the 
equal of any organist” (The American Organist magazine) and “the consummate 
creative artist” (Michael Barone, Pipedreams), is recognized as one of the great 
concert organists of our age.  Having played more than 1600 concerts across more 
than 60 tours worldwide, Stephen Tharp has built one of the most well-respected 
international careers in the world.  He is listed in Who’s Who in America and Who’s 
Who in the World and is the recipient of the 2011 International Performer of the Year 
Award by the New York City chapter of the American Guild of Organists, considered 
by many to be the highest honor given to organists by a professional musicians' guild 
in the United States.  In 2015 he was given the Paul Creston Award which recognizes 
artistic excellence in church music and the performing arts.  
 
His list of performances since 1987 includes such distinguished venues as St. Bavo, 
Haarlem; The Royal Albert Hall, London; St. Eustache, Paris; the Tonhalle, Zürich 
and Victoria Hall, Geneva; the Duomo, Milano, Italy; the Philharmonic Halls in Berlin 
and Luxembourg; the cathedrals in Berlin, Frankfurt, Köln, Mainz, München, 
Münster, Passau and Speyer; the Elbphilharmonie, Hamburg; the Gewandhaus, 
Leipzig; the Frauenkirche, Dresden, Germany; Monaco Cathedral; Dvorak Hall,  
Prague; the Hallgrimskirkja, Reykjavik, Iceland; The Hong Kong Cultural Centre; the 
Opera House, Sydney, Australia; The Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas; 
Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles; The Kimmel Center, Philadelphia; The 
Riverside Church, New York City; Rice University, Houston; and the Symphony 
Center, Chicago.  
 
He has given master classes at Yale University; the Eastman School of Music; Rice 
University, Houston; Westminster Choir College; the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
Bethel University (St. Paul, MN); the Hochschulen für Musik in Trossingen and 
Bochum (Germany); and for chapters of the 2 American Guild of Organists.  He has 
also adjudicated for competitions at the Juilliard School and Northwestern University 
and served as a member of the jury for the 2018 Chartres International Organ 
Competition.  
 
Stephen Tharp remains an important champion of new organ music and continues to 
commission and premiere numerous compositions for the instrument. The first such 
piece was Jean Guillou’s symphonic poem Instants, Op. 57, which Tharp premiered 
at King’s College, Cambridge, England in February 1998.  Works dedicated to him 
include George Baker’s Diptyque (2022), Prière Grégorienne (2018), Danse 
Diabolique (2016) and Variations on “Rouen” (2010); Henry Martin’s Prelude and 
Fugue in c-# minor (2011); David Briggs’ Toccata Labyrinth (2006); Samuel Adler’s 
Sonata (2005); Eugenio Fagiani’s Psalm 100 (2009); Thierry Escaich’s Trois Poèmes 
(2002); Philip Moore’s Sinfonietta (2001); Anthony Newman’s Tombeau d'Igor 
Stravinsky (2000), Toccata and Fuga Sinfonica on BACH (1999) and the Second 



Symphony (1992); Martha Sullivan's Slingshot Shivaree for Organ and Percussion 
(1999); and Morgan Simmons Exercitatio Fantastica (1997). Himself a composer, 
Tharp was commissioned by Cologne Cathedral, Germany to compose for Easter 
Sunday, 2006 his Easter Fanfares for the inauguration of the organ’s new en chamade 
Tuba stops, as well Disney’s Trumpets, composed in February 2011 for the organ at 
the Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles, where it was premiered by the composer 
the following month.  
 
In April 2008, Stephen Tharp was named the Official Organist for the NY visit of 
Pope Benedict XVI, playing for three major events attended by more than 60,000 
people that were broadcast live worldwide.  Mr. Tharp’s playing has also been heard 
on both English and Irish national television, on Radio Prague, orgelnieuws.nl in the 
Netherlands, and in the U. S. on American Public Media’s Pipedreams. In 2005, 2011 
and 2015, Pipedreams broadcast entire programs dedicated exclusively to his career.  
 
He is also an active chamber musician nationwide, having performed on organ, piano 
and harpsichord with artists such as Thomas Hampson, Itzhak Perlman, Jennifer 
Larmore, Rachel Barton Pine, the American Boychoir (James Litton, conductor), the 
St. Thomas Choir (John Scott, conductor), and at Carnegie Hall, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Alice Tully Hall and Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. His 16 solo 
organ recordings can be found on the labels Acis Productions, JAV Recordings, 
Aeolus, Naxos, Organum and Ethereal, and are available from the Organ Historical 
Society, JAV Recordings, and Amazon.  
 
His commercial release The Complete Organ Works of Jeanne Demessieux on Aeolus 
Recordings, received the 2009 Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik, Germany’s 
premier critic’s prize for recordings, as well as the French 5 Diapason award.  The 
release was celebrated in October 2010 with Mr. Tharp’s performance of the complete 
Demessieux works live over three concerts at New York’s Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine.  Stephen Tharp plays St. Bavo, Haarlem, The Netherlands on the JAV label 
was called “the most beautiful CD of 2009” by Resmusica in France.  
 
Stephen Tharp earned his BA degree, magna cum laude, from Illinois College, 
Jacksonville, IL and his MM from Northwestern University, Chicago, where he 
studied with Rudolf Zuiderveld and Wolfgang Rübsam, respectively.  He has also 
worked privately with Jean Guillou in Paris.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Friends of Music share a passion for choral music and a commitment to upholding 
the tradition of excellence maintained by the world-renowned Saint Thomas Choir 
of Men and Boys. Friends of Music enjoy a host of benefits including concierge 
ticketing and invitations to social and educational events throughout the season. 

 
Friends are loyal. Friends have heart. Friends listen. 

Join the Friends of Music today! 

As of February 25, 2024 

CONDUCTOR ($15,000 and above) 

Matthew Ailey & Greg Zaffiro 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harvey 
Kenneth A. Lohf † 

Russell Keys Oberlin Foundation 

Simon Yates & Kevin Roon 
  in recognition of recording projects 
Miles Archer Woodlief 

UNDERWRITER ($10,000-$14,999) 

Marsha & Michael Ambler 
Ursula Corning † 

Kari & Stephen Gauster-Filek 
 

ANGEL ($5,000-$9,999) 

Ludmila & Truman Bidwell 
David L. Brown 
The Johnson-Stillman Family Foundation 
John V. Frank 
Agnes Gund 

Louise Lehrman 

NLS Assett Mgmt. Corp. 
David Parker Pengilly 
Mr. & Mrs. Karl C. Saunders 
Allan B. Smith 
William C. Stubing† & Ronald L. Thomas

GUARANTOR ($2,500-$4,999) 

Anonymous 
Louise H. & John G. Beard 
Ann & Paul Brandow 

Paul R. Emmons 
  in memory of Eleanor B. Sinclair 
Peter & Renate Gleysteen 
The Rev. William & Jane Greenlaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Dudley D. Johnson 
G. William Haas & George S. Moeschlin 
Bernard I. Lumpkin & Carmine D. Boccuzzi 
Richard Lester & Willem Pruissers 

B. Franklin Reinauer III 
William S. Ryall, Jr. 
Stephen P. Schaible 

Gary Schuler 
Anthony R. & Vickie Ziegler Thompson 
The Rev. Canon Carl & The Rev. Alison 
  Turner 
George W. Vanderploeg 
John R. Wilson, Jr. 
Jaime Yordan 



SUSTAINER ($1,500-$2,499)

Charles T. Barron  
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Beinecke 
Joseph D. Gioe & Stephen T. Kelly 
John † & Rebecca Hsu 
Tertia & Michael Thomas Kiesel 
Charlotte & Barry Kingham 
Terrence & Dorothy Mahon 
Karen Metcalf 
Whitney & Clarke Murphy 

John Oghia 
The Nina W. Werblow Charitable Trust 
Sir Cesare L. Santeramo KCSJ 
  in memory of Sir Robert J. Campbell, MD 
Suzanne Stevens 
  in honor of Patrick Fennig 
Peter Travers 
Donald & Janne Workman 

BENEFACTOR ($600-$1,499) 

Diana L. Beck 
in memory of Al Chambers & 
Marjorie Beck 

Marina Benaur 
Valerie Boyle 
Vicki Brooks & David Lawrence 
Ralph S. & Elizabeth A R Brown 
Dr. Barry John Capella 
Kevin R. Cartwright 
Paul & Julie North Chelminski 
The Rev. Victor & Lucia Conrado* 
John A. W. Densem 
Norma Lopez Eichner 
Victoria C. Ekwey 
Schuyler Field 

Alan & Monah Gettner 
Meredith & Susan Haddock 
Mr. Blaine Paxton Hall 
Jan Willem van Bergen 
  Henegouwen 
Sarah Hussey 
Caryl Johnson 
Christian Keesee 
Kenneth Koen 
Susan Lewis 
The Rev. Dr. David & Dr.  
  Marise McNeeley* 
R. Taggart Murphy 
Richard B. Nelson 
Gordon & Dailey Pattee 

Christopher & Staci Seeley 
Bruce Smith & The Rev. Kate Malin 
Michael T. Smith 
Cynthia Spurdle 
  in memory of John W. Spurdle, Jr. 
P. Hardwick Stires* 
Gregory A. Stoskopf 
Beverly Benz Treuille 
Patrick & Terry Turner 
Sam Watters 
Liang Wen 
Mark & Beverly Weisenreder 
Susan Wiley 
Janet Young

PATRON ($200-$599) 

Anonymous 
The David and Araceli Barclay  
  Charitable Fund 
Betsy Ashton & James Stapleton 
Daniel Ayers 
Daniel Barbiero* 
Phyllis Bayer 
Mr. & Mrs. John Beier 
Peter Stoltzfus Berton 
Maritza Bolano 
Vicki Brooks 
Harold & Dorothy Byers* 
John & Joan Caldwell 
David & Sandra Doneski 
Ivan Cort & Cora E. Jackson 
Mary Burke & Rick Domas 
Tessa Dunning 
Thomas W. Ennis 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Faber 
Elizabeth C. French 
Dr. Deborah Hasin 
Susan Hill 
Fred T. Isquith 
Esther Kamm 
Vincent E. Lauten 
Arthur P. Lawrence 
Louisa Q. Lawrence 
Rosemary Mathewson 
Frances E. Mintz 
  in memory of Eugene G. Mintz 
Linda O’Neill 
Benita & Stephen Potters 
Deborah Purdon 
Jurgen Rademaker 
Suzanne C. Rice & John F. 
  Schopfer 

John A. Romeri 
Ann Scott 
  in memory of Marion E.Scott 
Susan Seaman 
Mary Shannon 
Wendy & Richard Sherman 
Christina & Douglas Short 
Patricia Lee Smith 
Andrew R. St. John 
Chuyoung & Erik Suter* 
Charles Thomas 
Theresa S. Thompson 
David & Gary Tisdale-Woods 
Peter Trapp 
Samuel Urmey 
Michael Willis 
Jeong Yoon 
Caroline Rob Zaleski

ASSOCIATE ($100-$199) 

Matthew Alexander 
Anonymous (5) 
Lisanne Beretta & Hans- 
  Christian Ritter 
Justin Bischof 
Robert Mark Blumenfeld 

John Burrows 
Troy Buttone 
Kristin Catalano & William  
  Halvey* 
Bernadette Chapman 
Thomas R. Charsky 

Susan Clearwater 
Brent Douglass 
Bruce Elfvin 
M & S Fagan 
Bruce Fischler 
Richard B. Gwathmey, Jr. 



Richard & Joanna Hahn 
John Hall 
  in memory of Caroline K. Hall  
  and Martin Smith 
Linda Hawkins 
Jane Paddleford Henrickson 
  in memory of Laurie Paddleford 
Beth & Paul Himmelstein 
Charles Kidder 
Alan Kornberg 
Robert & Martha Korver 
The Rev. Cn. John & Susan  
  Hartnett 
Alison Lankenau 
David Lemon 
Changhyun Lee & Hearan  
  Kim* 
Jong Jin Lee & Eun Ok Kim* 
Bryant Park & Sujung Kim* 
Lynne Malina 
Deni McChesney 
Greggory B. & Patricia  
  Mendenhall 
Ginger Miller 
Joan T. Mischo 
Rosalind Mohnsen 
Emily Nammacher 
Charles Nastro 
Diana & Dan Nixon 

Eugene O’Brien 
Starr Ockenga 
David C. Patterson 
Ann Patton 
Jordan R. Peek 
Richard Dannay & Gloria C.  
  Phares 
Barbara & Mac Phillips 
Christopher Pink 
Drew Stewart Popjoy 
Marjorie Harrison Proctor 
Jean Clay Radice† 
Jonathan Rabinowitz 
John Ramseyer 
Dr. John C. Ribble 
Barry E. Richardson 
Jonathan Riss 
Wayne Ritchie 
Leah Rubin 
Jeannie Russell 
Avinoam Paul Sharon 
Martha Jay Schultz 
Gerald & Lori Shepherd 
Susan Shipman 
Lee C. Smith 
Ann Scott 
Murray & Hazel Somerville 
John Sterling 
Stanley Stillman 

Thomas Stires* 
Sidney† & Judith Stires† 
The Rev. Nancy Strufert 
Carole, Neal & Chris Stuber* 
Douglas Thomas 
Benita P. Trinkle 
J. Stanley Tucker 
Richard Valcich & Mouse 
  Ashjian 
John Van Sant 
Joseph A. Vitacco III 
Kenneth Vittor 
Dr. Jane van Tilborg 
Dr. Abraham Wagner 
Henry Watanabe 
Molly Waymire 
Raymond G. Wells 
Susan Werbe 
Trevor Weston* 
Thomas J. Whalen 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. G. White 
Richard Widdicombe 
Heather M. Williams* 
  in honor of Max J. Sauberg 
Doug Wingo 
D. Scott Wise 
John Yong* 
Ho Yoo* 
Mr. & Mrs. David Zahorsky* 

 

 

HONORARY FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

Judith Hancock 
Nancy B. † & John B. Hoffmann 

Michael & Susan Weaver 
in honor of G. William Haas 

* Chorister Parent/Alumnus/Family 
† In Memoriam 

 


