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noox v,  endless life and welfare both of soul and body, in that it
3 & gerveth as well for a medicine to heal our infirmities and

« purge our sins as for a sacrifice of thanksgiving 3, with
« touching it sanctifieth, it enlightcneth with belief, it truly
« conformeth us unto the image of Jesus Christ?! ; what these
% elements are in themselves it skilleth not, it is enough that
« to me which take them they are the body and blood of
¢ Christ, his promise in witness hereof sufficeth, his word he
« knoweth which way to accomplish ; why should any cogita-
“ tion possess the mind of a faithful communicant but this,
« O my God thou art true, O my soul thou art happy !

[13.] Thus therefore we sce that howsoever men’s opinions
do otherwise vary, nevertheless touching Baptism and the
Supper of the Lord, we may with consent of the whole
Christian world conclude they are necessary, the one to ini-
tiate or begin, the other to consummate or make perfect our

life in Christ.
LXVIIL. In administering the Sacrament of the Body and

poe ot o Blood of Christ, the supposed faults of the Church of England

are not greatly material, and therefore it shall suffice to touch

Communlon. - r .
them in few words. * The first is that we do not use in a gene-

« rality once for all to say to communicants ¢ take cat and drink,’
¢ but unto every particular person, ‘ eat thou, drink thou,’ which
« ig pecording to the popish manner and not the form that our
« Saviour did use3s, Qur sccond oversight is by gesture.
¢« For in kneeling there hath been superstition ; sitting agreeth
«¢ better to the action of a supper3; and our Saviour using
« that which was most fit did himself not kncel 7, A third
« pecusation is not for examining all communicants, whose
« knowledge in the mystery of the Gospel should that way be
« made manifest, a thing every where they say used in the
« A postles’ times %%, because all things necessary were used,

53 [ Panis iste supersubstantialis ¢ Then it was delivered generallf
& gt calix benedictione solenni sa- ¢ and indefinitely, ¢ Take ye an
« cratus ad totius hominis vitam sa-  ** { +? we particularly and singd
# Jutemque proficit, simul medi- ** A ¢ Take thou and eat thou.”
& camentum et holocaustum ad ea- ! ET. C.1i.16g. al. I31.]D
« nandas jofirmitates et purgandas 3 [Adm. ap. Whitg. ef, 596
* iniquitates existens.” Arnold. p. They received it sitting ; we kneel

* ing aceording to Honorius’ de-

39.
A ESeeabove,p.;b-;B,&n.note CHj 4 cree_.”a
% [Adm. ap. Whitg. Def. 6c0. 3 [Adm. ap. Whitg. Def. 59%
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They little weigh with themsclves how dull, how heavy and noox v

BOOK V. 2.] Thus far accused we answer briefly to the first# that
almost how without scnse the greatest:part of the common o3

Sl 2 secing God by sacraments doth apply in particular unto every

man’s person the grace which himself hath provided for the
benefit of all mankind, there is no cause why administering
the sacraments we should forbear to express that in our forms
of speech, which he by his word and gospel teacheth all to
believe. In the one sacrament ¢ I baptize thee” displeaseth
them not. If ¢ cat thou” in the other offend them, their
fancies are no rules for churches to follow.

Whether Christ at his last supper did speak generally once
to all, or to every one in particular, is a thing uncertain, His
words are recorded in that form which serveth best for the
setting down with historical brevity what was spoken, they are
no manifest proof that he spake but once unto all which did
then communicate, much less that we in speaking unto every
communicant severally do amiss, although it were clear that
we herein do otherwise than Christ did. Our imitation of him
consisteth not in tying scrupulously oursclves unto his sylla-
Dles, but rather in speaking by the heavenly direction of that
inspired divine wisdom which teacheth divers ways to one
end, and doth therein control their boldness by whom any
profitable way is censured as reprovable only under colour
of some small difference from great examples going before.
To do throughout every the like circumstance the same which
Christ did in this action were by following his footsteps in
that sort to err more from the purpose he aimed at than
we now do by not following them with so nice and severe

strictness.

146. * The private communion is “ Desides that it is good to leave the
« found fault with, both for the place  * popish form in those things whic!

o wherein it is ministered, and for © we may so coaveniently do, it 18
« the small number of communi- * best to come as near the manner
« eants which are ndmitted by the * of celebration of the supper which
¢ book of service.”” And p.116.al. * our Saviour Christ used as may
147. “'There is fault in the ap- * be. And if it be a good argument

«¢ime of plague, that one with ¢ becauset e sacrament I8 an appi

multitude every where is, who think it either unmeet or unne-
:;S:'r{l to 1I:ut'. them even man by man especially at that time
i ind whereabout they are. It is true that in sermons we
1 rlllot use to repeat our sentences severally to every particu-
nnr ezft‘rer, a stran’ge madness it were if we should. The soft-
t}:z::e? w?:: may induce a wisc man to set his stamp or image
) In ; it persuadeth no man that b |
: L ecause wool hath the
tlill;er?;lhtyt ;]t maf;; therefore reccive the like impression. So
on taken from the use of sacraments i :
: aments in that they are
(lgzt;u‘tﬂf;t; oé' %;ﬂcg [:mto every particular man may with zood
ead the Church to frame accordingl i
administration of sa s i A
craments, because th i it thi
= * of st A : ey casily admit this
: al;.l:;tw]'{g:ih being in sermons a thing impossible without ap-
sermonsn_ r:;]ous stbsu.rdlt.y, agreement of sacraments with
venieuc;?or :11: which is alleged as a reasonable proof of con-
¢ one proveth not the same allegation i i
; . egation imperti-
inmllili‘:ecause it doth not enforce the other to be adminislt)ered
gLl us;s:i. W:l[l"or e%ual principles do then avail unto equal
en the matte i
e vhon r whereunto we apply them is
HEEé]d?:l;}i{HQEIiug at Communions is the gesture of piety 1
. regem]e)l]:u present ourselves but to make some show m:
ce of a spiritual feast 15, it may be that sitting
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Ch, JxviH, 4.

866 Eucharist: Eramination by the Minister not essential.

were the fitter ceremony ; but coming as receivers of inesti-
mable grace at the hands of God, what doth better bescem our
bodies at that hour than to be sensible witnesses of minds un-
feignedly humbled? Our Lord himself did that which cus.
tom and long usage had made fit; we that which fitness and
great decency hath made usual.

[4-] The trial of ourselves before we cat of this bread and
drink of this cup is by express commandment every man’s
precise duty. As for necessity of calling others unto gecount*?
besides ourselves, albeit we be not thercunto draw® by any
great strength which is in their arguments, who first press us
with it as a thing necessary by affirming that the Apostles did
use it48, and then prove the Apostles to have used it by affirm-
ing it to be necessary ; again?? albeit we greatly muse how
+ M, Doctor might have dealt easili- * known, or doubted of, was a ne-

% ar withall than to call it a papisti- * cessary thing ; therefore it was
¢ cal rezson, which is far from po- * used in the churches of God which

¢ pery, and the reason of two notable
@ ﬁsamed and zealous men, Johannes
 Alasco” (marg. “ in Liturgia Ec-
# cles, Peregr.” *Alienum id a nobis
* maxime esse oportet, ut observa-
“ tum s Christo Domina, ejusque
“ demum etiam Apoetolis, Conses-
“gum in cena Novi Testamenti
¢ jpsius, vanum, otiosum, omnique
“ mysterio vacuum esse imagine-
“ mur. Sed est nobis summa reli-
¢ gione observandum, lenge prm-
 glantissimum  illud plenumque
“ gummse consolationis mysterium,
* nostre fom guietis in Christo, ip-
* giusmet Christi Domini verbis no-
¢ bis commendatum.’ ** &c. p. 147.)
“and of M. Hooper in his Com-
“ mentary uponthe Prophet Jonas.”]

47 [Whitg. Anawer, 96. al. 140.
* How prove yon that there was
“ then any examination of commu-
# nicanta?...St. Paul saith, © Let
* a man examine himself.’” But he
¢ gpeaketh of ne other examina-
¢ tion,”” T.C.i.130. al. 164, ** M.
“ Doctor asketh how it is proved
¢ that there was any examination of
¢ the communicants. After this
% gort : all things necessary were
s yged in the churches of God in
¢t the Apostles’ times; but examina-
“ tion of those whese knowledge of
“ the mystery of the Gospel was not

“ wers in the Apostles’ time.”’]

48 T, C. lib. 1. p. 164. [130. and
iii. 149, 150.] All things neces
wers used in the churches of G
in the Apostles’ times, but examin-
ation was a necessary thing, there-
fore used. * In the Book of Chro-
“micles (3 Chron. xxxv. G.) the
“ Levites were commanded to pre-
“ pare the people to the receiving of
* the passover, in place whereof we
“ have the Lord’s Supper. Now
« gxamination being n part of the
¢ preparation it followeth that here
¢ 1s commandment of the examina=
“ tion.”

4 [Whitg. ubi sup. *If thers
* had been either commandment of
“ example for it in Scriptures,

“ am sure you would not have left
“ it unquoted in the margent.”
T, C. ubi sup. “ In the second book
“ of the Chronicles he might have
 read, that the Levites were com-
“ manded &c.”’ Wh, Def, 303.
“ You betray the weakness of your
* cause too much, when you ar
* constrained to run so far for 8
“ precept. . .especially when you are
* compelled for want of other o
“ bring out ceremonial precepts long
l aFo abrogated. .. WEy may not
* the Papists as well use the sam®
* for their auricular confession?.. .+
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they can avouch that God did command the Levites to prepare

their brethren against the feast of the Passover, and that the —

examination of them was a part of their preparation, when the
place alleged to this purpose doth but charge the Levites
saying, © make ready Laahlischem for your brethren,” to the
end they may do according to the word of the Lord by
Moses ;:—wherefore in the selfsame place it followeth how
lambs and kids and sheep and bullocks were delivered unto
the Levites, and that thus * the service was made ready 50 ;”
it followeth likewise how the Levites having in such sort pro-
vided for the people, they made provision for ** themselves
% and for the priests the sons of Aaron?! ;” so that confidently
from hence to conclude the necessity of examination argueth
their wonderful great forwardness in framing all things to
serve their turn :—nevertheless the examination of communi-
cants when need requireth, for the profitable use it may have
in such cases, we reject not.

[5.] Our fault in admitting popish communicants, is it in
that we are forbidden? to eat and thercfore much more to
communicate with notorious malefactors 2?7 The name of a
papist is not given unto any man for being a notorious male-
factor. And the crime wherewith we are charged is suffering
of papists to communicate, so that be their life and conversa-
fion whatsoever in the sight of men, their popish opinions are
In this case laid as bars and exceptions against them, yea those
opinions which they have held in former times although they
now both profess by word and offer to shew by fact the con-
trary 54, All this doth not justify us, which ought not (they

= These words, ¢ Prepare your bre-
= thren,’ &e. are thus expounded by
” learned interpreters : Exhort your
. brethren to examine themselves,
. that they may be ready to eat the
., Pagsaver, k the marginal

note in the Geneva Bible.”]

<itE Chr. xxxv. 10.]

Ibid. 14. The same phrase oc-

f;‘m Gen, xliii, 16. where Joseph
bids hls, servant * slay and make
Cm‘]z- > Comp. Josh. i i1
thﬂl'twnght was probably misled by
t38 Vulgate, which reads, “ Et fra-

\red vestros. . preeparate.”]

521 Cor. v. 11; T. C. lib. i. p.
:Gl. 132.]

4 [The phrase in T. C. is * no-
“ torious offenders.’]

5 T, C. Iib, i, p. 167. [133.]
“ Although they would receive t}'ne
“ communion, yet they ought to
“be kept back until such time
“ a8 by their religious and Gospel-
* like behaviour they have purged
* themselves of that suspicion of
* popery which their former life
““and conversation hath caused to
“ be conceived.” [Eccles. Disc. fol.
129, *“ Cur sacra Dei mysteria

TOOK V.
Clu., lxvifi. .
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say) to admit them in any wise, till their gospel-like behaviour
have removed all suspicion of popery from them, because
papists arc ¢ dogs, swine, beasts, forcigners and strangers”
from the house of God; in a word, they are * not of the
« Church,”

[6.] What the terms of ¢ gospel-like behaviour” may in-
clude is chscure and doubtful. But of the Visible Church of
Christ in this present world, from which they separate all
papists, we are thus persunded : Church is a word which art
hath devised thercby to sever and distinguish that society of
men which professeth the true religion from the rest which
profess it not. There have been in the world from the very
first foundation thereof but three religions, Pgganism which
lived in the blindness of corrupt and depraved nature ; Juda-
ism embracing the Law which reformed heathenish impiety,
and taught salvation to be looked for through one whom God
in the last days would send and exalt to be Lord of all ; finally
Christian Belief which yieldeth obedience to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and acknowledgeth him the Saviour whom God
did promise. Sceing then that the Church is a name which
art hath given to professors of fruc religion, as they which will
definc a man are to pass by those qualities wherein one man
doth excel another, and to take only those essential properties
whereby a man doth differ from creatures of other kinds, 50
he that will teach what the Church is shall never rightly per-
form the work wherecabout he gocth, till in matter of religion
he touch that difference which severeth the Church’s Religion
from theirs who are not the Church. Religion being there-
forc a matter partly of contemplation partly of action, we must
define the Church which is a religious society by such differ-
ences as do properly explain the essence of such things, that
is to say, by the object or matter whereabout the contempla-
tions and actions of the Church arc properly conversant. Fot
so all knowledges and all virtues are defined. Whereupol
because the ohly object which separateth ours from other reli-
gions is Jesus Christ, in whom none but the Church doth
*¢ Papistis communicamus, nec ante, “ sacra cum incircumcisis et jmmun-
* apertam, publicar, sinceram vere  * dis communicantur, nec custodes
** religionia professionem exigimus? *“ ad portas adhibemus, neque im-

“ Sacra Dei mysteria profanantur, “ mundos claustris circumscribi-
* gentes in templa Dei ingrediuntur,  mus.”]

Dafects compatible with Church Commaunion. 369

believe and whom nene but the Church doth worship, we find nook v,
that accordingly the Apostles do every where distinguish
hereby the Church from infidels and from Jews, accounting
“ them which call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
% be his Church.”

If we go lower, we shall but add unto this certain casual
and variable accidents, which are not properly of the being,
but make only for the happier and better being of the Church
of God, either in deed, or in men’s opinions and conceits.
This is the error of all popish definitions that hitherto have
been brought. They define not the Church by that which the
Church essentially is, but by that wherein they imagine their
own more perfect than the rest are. Touching parts of
eminency and perfection, parts likewise of imperfection
and defect in the Church of God, they are infinite, their
degrees and differences no way possible to be drawn unto any
certain account. There is not the least contention and variance,
but it blemisheth somewhat the unity that ought to be in the
0!1urch of Christ *%, which notwithstanding may have not only
w.’lthout offence or breach of concord her manifold varieties in
rites and ceremonies of religion, but also her strifes and con-
tentions many times and that about matters of no small im-
Portance, yea her schisms, factions and such other evils where-
unto the body of the Church is subject, sound and sick re-
maining both of the same body, as long as both parts retain by
uutv.rnrd profession that vital substance of truth which maketh
Ohristian religion to differ from theirs which acknowledge not
our Lord Jesus Christ the blessed Saviour of mankind, give
1o credit to his glorious gospel, and have his sacraments the
seals of eternal life in derision 5,

Now the privilege of the visible Church of God (for of that
We speak) is to be herein like the ark of Nouah, that, for any

g we know to the contrary, all without it are lost shecp;
Yet n this was the ark of Noah privileged above the Church,
that.; Whereas none of them which were in the one could
Perish, numbers in the other are cast away, becausc to cternal
tha our profession is not enough. Many things exclude from

e kingdom of God ulthough from the Church they separate

not,

% Rom. xv. 5; 1 Cor. i. 10. % [Comp. b, iii. c. 1.]
HOOKER, vor, I1. b

Ch. haviil. 6,
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o not exclude Men utterly from the Ohurch 371

é:'omc‘ A In the Church there arise sundry. gricvous storms, bg{ means
Ll o vt & hereof whole kingdoms and mations professing Christ both
' i have been heretofore and are at this present day divided about
| 1 Christ. During which divisions and contentions amengst
Y men albeit each part do justify itself, yet the one of necessity
must needs err if there be any contradiction between them be
] it great or little, and what cide soever it be that hath the
¥ truth, the same we must also acknowledge alone to hold with
ol the true Church in that point, and consequently reject the other
as an cnemy in that case fallen away from the true Church.

1 Wherefore of hypocrites and dissemblers 7 whose profession

at the first was but only from the t{:ifh outward, when they
rtoin principal articles

ofterwards took occasion to oppugn €
Jes which defended the truth against them

of faith, the Apost
! pronounce them ¢ gone out” from the fellowship of sound and
sincere belicvers, when as yet the Christian religion they had

ot utterly cast off.

1n like sense and meaning throughout all ages heretics have
justly been lated as branches cut off from the body of the true
Vine, yet only s0 far forth cut off as their heresies have €X-
tended. Both heresy and many other crimes which wholly

| sever from God do sever from the Church of God in part only.

14 « The mystery of piety” saith the Apostle * is without perad-
s yenture great, God hath been manifested in the fiesh, hath

i « peen justified in the Spirit, hath been scen of Angels, hath
1 « peen preached to nations, hath been believed on in the work
¢ hath been taken up into glory®8.” The Church a pillar and

foundation of this truth, which no where is known or Pr®
nd they all of the Church

||

{

i _ fessed but only within the Church, a
(! that profess it. 1n the meanwhile it caunot be denied that
l many profess this who are not therefore cleared simply from
s or errors which muke separation betweer us

¢ and the wellspring of our happiness. Tdolatry gevered of ol
1 the Israclites, iniquity those geribes and Pharisees from Ge
{. who notwithstanding were & part of the sced of Abraham, &

by us that know not their inward
v/ . i thoughts, and
“ﬂ};]de:;ﬂ:ng];;dzg;sgizt:}fje:}b cven in tl!:e sight otfh:;; ﬁlﬁz ——-—Cﬁﬂ?ﬁn“i
e iem. TFor to this and
léo :;e 1 mall;iﬂlln(::z:)nt tho.se pm:ab]es which cur Saviouzoil‘: t::ll‘:
geibe, 2 bt tmltflern.mg mixture of vice with virtue, light
fancer o n,in : leth error, as well an openly know,n fnd
e o seg y cloaked mixture.
st vk th[;arz.ltfzth therefore utterly, that which cutteth
Jipkerce om :tm})le .Ohurch of Christ is plain Apostas
s Bm;'e ; er rejection of the whole Christian faith %
flgsicic seme st[}alx:fesse(-lly different from infidelity. Herzs
e ouch %'mwh?e points of doctrine wherein they fail':
i ing the quarrels for which or the duti ’
a0 andw-i:;{ (:1 themselves from their brethren ; looazEI
. })ersons as touching their several (;ﬁ'ence'
Pl o grsaken. the true Church of God thB
g A :n]xln h:md sincere in the doctrine that ’the(J
s o }:‘ that keepeth the bond of unity whi Iyl
e e ,thev : urch that walketh in the laws of righteouc
e l:n_sgress, this very true Church of Ch _5;
e u,on \:h eit not altogether left nor forsaken fsimnls
buls not,withlltan diz m:.}m foundations whereof they contilfui
2 E:e]tcﬁ s g these breaches whereby they are rent
.] No
R ‘:sb:;:;use for redress of professed errors and o
st and mll)xst be the Church’s care that all map?n
Qi on or y be one, as the laudable polity of for{nm
s n(:;l:;’l to that enf'l and purpose hath estnhlish:r;
Ly rerx;.t? severity whereof is a mean both t
ol e cclaim such as heretofore have been 1 2
cing that the offices which laws requi?z a?'(:

&9

Matt. xifj

o E - X, 24, . 0 ot A

ity: tthB]y’ th:"\zz gf Unif nion in the Temple church,

C?l;m ; orm- ¢ tomably, as others of the E;fgll::;

at under which i
Tiselon acted and th:hau?elg’l; e et S ol

e
T ——— T

all either fault

Injy

|
| : e e |
{ part of that very geod which God did himself acknowledge v t fime ot e acued ) from | tima gﬁ:a;ﬂmc?hr'aigned s
be his Church. The Church of God may therefore cont®i® ':;gl‘:'e cof inter?:::ml:: ;r?t‘l?' 1581, recoive tﬂ:iﬁ’lﬁgsgll: roect, frorn
| Yboth them which indeed are not his yet must be reputed B iPar;, cﬂgmof:?:oﬂ;msp micul;iga;g ‘ ::,?3.- loof glme,\ “chofj—lizgwn:oﬁat‘g
ne : e Yot e Act of Uniformity :*'
Par ll' 568_. T in both dated 1569, when tl ot
- ".hep i;g interrogatad, f‘sc{% t:):tfll;? LI; lt;lg north was yet 1lj'ife].e r'il'ljfel 1;3::
1 appears to have been thou,
ght
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BOOK V.
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372 Proposed Method of dealing with Recusants,

always definite, and when that they require iz done they go
no farther, whereupon sundry ill-affected porsons to save
themselves from danger of laws pretend obedience, albeit in-
wardly they carry still the same hearts which they did before,
by means whereof it falleth out that receiving unworthily the
blessed sacrament at out hands, they eat and dfink their own
damuation ; it is for remedy of this mischief here determined ®,

« knowledge of his truth: yet not-
« withstanding they ou ht to he
s« unte the minister and unto the
# Chureh touching the minisler'mg
w of sacraments 8s etrangers an

been in the habit of nccasionnllK en- ‘*ps unclean beasts. . ..'L'he mi-
Strype, Grind, 345. A. D. ‘%is‘.er’mg of the holy sacraments

forcing.

153‘;1.1 « ynto them is a declaration ant
' C. lib.i. p- 167. (132, 133 ] * seal of God's fayour und reconcl-

« If the place of the fOfth to the i

“ liation with them, and 2 plain
« Corinthians do - forbid that we ° preaching partly that they be
« ghould have sny familiarity with

doubts which existed as to the con-
gtruction of the previous general
enactments, and congequent lawful-
ness of the pecuniar penalties which
the court of High ommission had

« washed already from their sins,
“# potorious offenders, it doth much * partly that they are of the house-
« more forbid that they should be ** Ylold of God and such as the Lord
« received to the Communion. And * will feed to eternal life, which is
s therefore papists being guch as ¢ not lawful to be done unto those
« which are netoriously known to s which are not of the household of
« hold heretical opinions ought not * faith. And therefore 1 conclude
« tp be admitted much less compelled * that the compelling of papists un-
« to the Supper. For geeing that “ to the communion, and the dié-
v gur Saviour Christ did institute « missing and letting of them _go
« his supper amongst his disciples * when 28 the{' be to be punish
« and those only which were a8 St. “ for their stubbornness in poper
« Panl speaketh within, it ig evident © (with this condition, if they
« ghat the papists being without, und  * receive the communion) is very
« foreigners and strangers from the * unlawful, when as although they
« Church of God ought not to be * would receive it yet they onght
« veceived if they would offer them-  * to be kept back tiil such time 83
“ gelves : and that minister that ¢ by their religious and goapel like
i« ghall give the Sup]i)‘er of the Lord * behaviour,” &c. [Comp. T. C.E
w 4o him which ia known to be a 34. 8D ‘Whitg. Def. 178, Whitglﬁ
s papist and which hath never made in his answer had fp\eaded againgt
“ any clear repouncing of popery Ppo ular election of bishops, that
« with which he hath been defiled ¢ the Church is now full of pa&)qls*r’-
« doth profane the table of the Lord, atheists, and such like”? T. .
« and doth give the meat that japre- replies, * Now Xou bring in pa‘;;lst!:
# nared for the children unto dogs, * idolaters, an atheists, which 87
« and he bringeth into the pastura  not only ﬁlt}:ly but also pmsu!!!d
« which is provided for the sheep, ** and venomed beasts. I om not
« gwine and unclean beasts, contrary s jgnorant of that distinction which
« to the faith and trust that ought © saith that there be in_the h
¢ 10 be in a steward of the Lord’s “ which are not of the Church ; 88
« house as he is. For albeit that I * those are hypoerites 88 is ¢
« doubt mot but many of those * said: but I would gladly lears &
«« which are now papists pertain to  * you, what scripture there ia t0
« the election of God, which Godalso * prove that idolaters and pap
win his good time will call to the © and atheists are in the

objectionable, as tending to encourage Jesuitical Craft. 873

that whom the law of th doth pu

\ e realm dot nish

L s P unless they com-

mu , such if they offer to obey law, the Church notwith e

standing should it wi
thei; : fspe]..like E:lt];a:;l(:ll: without probation before had of
B i st 1oy momr e T
P2 ; 5 ey nominate n i
deE:n;?)t; ;l;le.l;’]fr?ct whereof sh.a.ll approve men’s b(::lf:':it::::
sicore- ke,-;md that which is most material, whereas
oy o e :hl II:m:n'e hard for dissemblers to be reccived
iy mm law and polity as yet hath done, they
s cruth » ﬂ:rel easy for such kind of persons to wind
iaigieere out of | e law n.nd. to continue the same they were
s - dmhq;ou‘:h that their hands that duty which in cun-.
between us and theme ?; I:ﬁzrgtrbecau:c :'htlilgmateat o
g . . ament of the Body an
culehm::' ‘;‘;iltc::.z na;]ne in the ?ervicc of our conf’mu;ligo\:g
e Axsethonour, which they in the error of their
- deparm.m 2 el:efox:e on our part to hear mass were an
B s o tr}rll t a-t sincere profession wherein we stand
o es‘:o lelt'] side receive our communion, they give’.
Whot 4o Ee“-tsp edge of fidelity that mmn can demand
o arts are God doth know. But if they whi .
Y to God and 61 JTpes
nd man 6! shall once apprehend this

“ when St, Payl ca
" lleth all such
without the Church,lamll I:vi'::.h

" “ time a3 they declare q
whom the Church hath not o

** kens of unrepentantness, and then

“to do n 5 hing $¢ ag
Ryace .ot they with the Churcl i rotten members...cut themoff.”
“ the. G Ent 88 well have il [This expression refera l’erhupg

urch, v . y to the Jesuits . :
,, nd bears, §. e:v 2;‘;31;L:'gel‘s, lions  especially : “.rlu:l;1 n\(\]re::lﬂrlel:-nr}i)pms'ls
cotors. . B and perse- England about 1596 s.’;e S“t:{’pm

! 5

i ut now I}
me ear you .
.. ¢ what then shall hecom); of iﬁt Ann.iv. 422, Compare in the same

. Papista and atheists, i yol.p.s3, 0 : ‘
“ not have theufl ::;?lm, if éou will lﬁltell', ?3 i ngc}ﬂﬂ s- ail;ittﬂment it
: e o tﬁ:ﬁuf the Chureh? ¢ great dangergiuer{n.ln {lhere who
1 :n d in the Compas rﬂv f:nln be_ of * sometimes do come tﬁ ?l |erf, e
: ithar e alth, which ¢ and yet be papists. b g
. the Ohurt” A cim be, of orin * inward hear[]slls ?] otk eir o
" Choreh havig n:)lt(l _therefore the * ward nctinns,am:l e o
; such, the o '%“ iing to do with ¢ refusing te recein ¢ T
; that th juiangto {‘ate mlllght to see  * and in every thiﬁe I]w ik
“in the ;Elce wheremtli et e sermons  ‘‘ worst, Of whic 1e :lfeizllima'ihe
i :“t% R e b{; :::::i‘:gg’ :: t\lvo sorts. ‘I'he one goeth :o f_;:
4 e € £ church fi i i
e T L e
2 em; and as :: yet his wife and “ﬂmle Eu:' yea:;
most of them, continue resol’ute

Seclt)ﬂ;e;]%g roweth, so to in-
A A
ment, until such  “ recusants and harbour traitors
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00k v. edvantage given them, whereby the

Ch. bxvill, 9.

874 Errors of those who would repel conforming Papiats.

y may satisfy law in pre-
tending themselves conformable (for what can law with
reason or justice require more ?) and yet be sure the Church

their gospel-like behaviour be al-

will accept no such offer, till
lowed ; after that our own simplicity hath once thus fairly eased

them from sting of law, it is to be thought they will learn the
mystery of gospel-like behaviour when leisure serveth them.
And so while without any cause we fear to profane sacra-
ments, we shall not only defeat the purpose of most whole-
some laws, but lose or wilfully hazard those souls from which
the likeliest means of full and perfect recovery are by our
indiscretion withheld.
Tor neither doth God thig bind us to dive into men’s con-
r can their fraud and deceit hurt any man but
To him they seem such as they are, but to us
they must be taken for such as they scem. Io the eye of
God they are against Christ that are not truly and sincerely
with him, in our cyes they must be received as with Christ

that are not to outward show against him,
The case of impenitent and notorious sinners is not like
unto theirs whose only imperfection 18 error severed from
tent to submit itself to

pertinacy, error in appearance con
Better instruction, error so far already cured as to crave at our

hands that sacrament the hatred and utter refusal whereof
was the weightiest point wherein heretofore they swerved
and went astray.

{9.) In this case therefore they cannot reasonably charge u8
with remiss dealing, or with carelessness to whom we impart
the mysteries of Christ, but they have given us manifest oceas
cion to think it requisite that we earncstly advise rather and
exhort them to consider as they ought their gundry over
st in equalling undistinetly crimes with errors 8
touching force to make uncapable of this sacrament ; secondly
in suffering indignation at the faults of the church of Rome to
blind and withhold their judgments from seeing that which
withal they should acknowledge, concerning so much never:

« g great priest s hath episcupﬂl
« guthority, to the end they may
« the better, and with the less suspi”
« cion, serve the turn of their c#
« catholic.”]

sciences, no
themselves.

sights,

« The other sort go to the church
¢ because they may avoid suspicion
« of the maogistrates the better, and
« ig dispensed withal by some seeret

s gligpensation of a delegate, or such

11 t -
s hat it doth net forbid, and that

Fewness of Communicants : not the Churclh’s Fault. 375

:h:ﬁs :;lﬂl ;lultle to the same church, as to be held and reputed
el e olme. of G:.od, a limb of the visible Church of
s f;r L izt ;xtn ::20;1:£mupoxa the Church a burden to
: : and to n
:S f;]:;hc.on;cmuces than any law of G::lkirnriz:gjro;e:;:
e m;l :ul::;hflry and lastly in repelling under colour of
o 1 om the mysteries of heavenly grace, as are
i o I:;he contereof by the lmvs- of God for any thing we
212 00" d;'::ry, and should in divers considerations be
i e e ? to the' merciful examples and precepts
iy oym e gospe of Cl}nst hath taught us towards such to
gt ifm1p t;:.on, to receive them with lenity and all meek-
= I;ch wg;h :ln?r be shak(:.-n in them to strengthen it, not to
B bt cfays and jealousies that feeble amoke’of con-
Wharesoevercthaeer?eth to breathe from them, but to build
o= beginnj?; lzn?ln{hizu:sdztiont,hto n(:;il perfection unto
B i oy f(:Od i h'y other offices of picty even
s W ich Christ hath left in hi
e ak:::s fmly for preservation of strength but also for rel]iJ:fi'
10,
thiEl : gﬂil::lto return to our ownselves in whom the next
i e 3; 1;1'epr¢.werl is the paucity 62 of communicants _if
e communions frequency we wish the sar:le
s 1 rﬁl:ﬁceptable unto God such service is when muI:
e, © a]y concur unto it%; if they encourage men
B ,e rfel 50 (themsel.ves acknowledge it 6) are not ut-
coactionﬁg:- f;lr to do the like; if they require some public
1 Ozflm.edy of that wherein by milder and ecofter
PR gh is done, they know our laws and statut
n that behalf, whereunto whatsoever convenie:i:

% T. C. lib. j

6,0 . L Pl LY. [116‘] oy 2y
it alnenis BEG L0 0 o
Blbobiscted that in this noict e Yer Took) « Gught 1o pre
B o e i s o i
“ fault, which d raw themsel 3
“bid that ol the Choererr oot (o0 Cleiastion] dioeiplnn ot o1 toosy
« Jave together, hut als 1, ould re- < and now also unger a odnl i
nd polly exhorcy ) o 800d by civil punishment Fhronght to
“ those ‘thai be ion moveth “ communicate. . ,.Thi Tt e

should ot del:l'::mt tha} they * of God, {Nu'xhi).ers le\isthey law

part. ... It is true * this is now and hath lgée:xalll)er:tn d

“ fore the practice of the churchg;

ere i
18 godly exhortation for that reformed.””]

BOOK V.
Ch, Ixxitl. 10,
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376 Communicants not {v be repelled because they are few.

poox v. help may be added more by the wisdom of man, what cause
Ch, 1xviil, 10, . .

borlh 1% ave we given the world to think that we arc not ready to

hearken to it, and to use any good mean of sweet compul-

sion 8 to have this high and heavenly banquet largely fur-

nished? Only we cannot so far yield as to judge it convenient

that the holy desire of a competent number should be unsatis-

fied, because the greater part is careless and undisposed to

join with them.
Men should not (they say) be permitted a few by them-

sclves to communicate when so many are gone away, because
this sacrament is a-token of our conjunction with our brethren®,
and therefore by communicating apart from them we make an
apparent show of distraction. I ask then on which side unity
is broken, whether on thélys that depart or on theirs who
being left behind do communicate? Tirst in the one it is not
denied but that they may have reasonnble causes of departure,
and that then even they are delivered from just blame. of
such kind of causes two are allowed 64, namely danger of im-
pairing health and necessary business requiring our presence
otherwhere. And may not a third cause, which is unfitness at
the present time, detain us as lawfully back as either of these
two? True it is that we cannot hereby altogether cxcuse our-
sclves, for that we ought to prevent this and do not®. But

« no more; or if it did not allow
¢ that communion hest wherein
« most of the Church do participate;
s¢ {hen were your reagoning to s0mea
«end. DBut secing that 1t is ap-
« pointed that there ghould not be
< fawer than three or four, to the
« end that it might be a communion,
« and have no similitude with the
“ papistical mass, there is no cause
« why you should tuke this pains...-
« Shall none communicate because
« gl will not? Or shall not three of
« four because the rest refuse? OF
«ig it lack of love towards our
s neighbour, or any token thereol,
«if we vesort to the Lord’s table
« when other will not? Where learn
# you that ?”1
8 TRy T. C. i.11%.]
69 [Id. i, 118.al. 149. * Here msy
« rige another doubt of the words of
« Moses in the Book of Numbers:
s For seeing he maketh this excep:

o Luke xiv. 23.
& [1.C.i.116. k. 147. The holy
« Sacrament of the Supper of the
« Lord is not only a seal and con-
« firmation of the promises of God
« ynpto us, but also a yrofession of
« gur conjunction ps well with Christ
« gur Suviour and with God, as also
« (ag St.Paul teacheth) a declara-
« tion and profession that we are at
& one with our brethren. . .. The de-
« parting therefore of the rest of the
« Church from those three or four
«ig an open profession that they
¢ huve no communion, fellowship,
«¢ nor unity, with them that do com-
« municate; and likewise of those
« three or four, that they have none
« witl the rest ....Therefore St.
 Paul driving thereunto wisheth
« that one shoutd tarry for another.”
Whitg. Def. 528. “If the book
# ghould appoint that three or four
« ghould communicate together, and

°
alone

L Ggether wi

: ; th one more, or «

o f neceasi :
" there j 881ty that is when

Private Communion objected to by the Puritans

if we have committed .

a fault in not prepar:
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« DA dm. ap. Whilg. Def. Tertull. de Orat. ¢, xix (T:Mﬁ(fmvm'
2 lo“’esafol:u“kﬁ el S :;rgifl,' tl;e bac:ruple which some pl;::tl::lgg;'e?{
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HOOK V. sacrament mi

878  The Eucharist, being a Pledge of Resurrection,

ght be privately administered 72, of which two
the one being erroneously imagined, and the other (they say)
continuing no longer in use, there remaineth unto us no
necessity at all, for which that custom should be retained.
The falsely surmised necessity is that whereby some have
thought all such excluded from possibility of salvation as did
depart this life and never were made partakers of the holy
Eucharist73, The other cause of necessity was, when men,
which had fallen in time of persecution, and had afterwards
repented them, but were not as yet received again unto the
fellowship of this communion, did at the hour of their death
request it, that so they might rest with greater quietness and
comfort of mind, being thereby assured of departure in unity
of Christ’s Church, which virtuous desire the Fathers did

think it great impiety not to satisF}‘ This was Serapion’s
case of necessity. Serapion a faithful aged person and always

of very upright life till fear of persecution in the end caused
him to shrink back, after long sorrow for his scandalous
offence and suit oftentimes made to be pardoned of the
Church, fell at length into grievous sickness, and being ready
to yield up the ghost was then more instant than ever before
to receive the sacrament. Which sacrament was necessary in
this case, not that Serapion had been deprived of everlasting
life without it, but that his end was thereby to him made the

“ tum fuit, manibus indignis tentas-  ** to depart this life, if they did re-

“* set aperire, igne inde surgente de-  ** quire the Communijon in token
¢ that the Church had forgiven

“ territa est, ne auderet attingere.*']
7 T.C.1 146. [al. 115, “Itis * the fault, .. .they granted that he

* not to be denied that this abuse is  “ might be pnrta}:er of it: as may
“ very ancient, and was in Justin “ appear hy the story of Serapion-
* Martyr's time, in Tertullian and * Another cause was that which was
“ Cyprian’s time, even as also there * before alleged : which is the false
“ were other abuses. ... First of all ** opinion they had conceived that
“in the primitive Church the dis- * nB those were condemned that re-
** cipline of the Church waa so se- * ceived not the Supper of the Lord:
* vere, and 80 extreme, that if any ** And therefore when catechumens
“ one who professed the truth and * or young children fell sick danger-
“ were of the body of the Church ‘¢ ously they ministered the Suppef

“ did through ingrmity deny the * of the Lord unto them, lest they

* truth, and joined himself unto the ¢ should want their voyage vic

* idolatrous service, although he ¢ (as they termed it).";

@ regenl.ing cume again unto the 73 [On'this point so far as reg?-ﬂ”

*“ Church, yet was he not received Infant Communion see espec

“ to the communion of the Lord’s Waterland’s ln?‘uiryconcemmgth’"'

** Supper any more. And yet lying practice, Works, 1x. 473, &c. (vol:
* in extremity of sickness, and ready  vi. p. 41. ed. 1844.) ]
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ROOK V,
Ch, 1xvill, 12,

380 Festival Days. Idea of God's Eternity.

have their dvdoraow and be raised again from the dead, so
the just shall be taken up and exalted above the rest, whom
the power of God doth but raise and not exalt. This life and
this resurrection our Lord Jesus Christ is for all men as
touching the sufficiency of that he hath done; but that which
maketh us partakers thereof is our particular communion
with Christ, and this sacrament a principal mean as well to
strengthen ‘the bond as to multiply in us the fruits of the
same communion ; for which cause St. Cyprian7® termeth it
a joyful solemnity of expedite and speedy resurrection ;
Ignatius 7? a medicine which procureth immortality and pre-
venteth death ; Ireneus 0 the nourishment of our bodies to
cternal life and their preservative from corruption. Now
because that Sacrament which at all times we may receive
unto this effect is then most ncceptable and most fruitful,
when any special extraordinary occasion nearly and presently
urging kindleth our desires towards it, their severity, who
cleave unto that alone which is generally fit to be done and
so make all men’s condition alike, may add much affliction to
divers troubled and grieved minds®?, of whose particular
estate particular respect being had, according to the charit-
able order of the church wherein we live, there ensueth unto
God that glory which his righteous saints comforted in their
greatest distresses do yield, and unto them which have their
reasorfjble petitions satisfied the same contentment, tran-
quillity, and joy, that others before them by means of like
satisfuction have reaped, and whercin we all are or should be
desirous finally to take our leave of the world whensoever ont
own uncertain time of most assurcd departure shall come.

Concerning therefore both prayers and sacraments together
with our usual and received form of administering the same
in the church of England, let thus much suffice.
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