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A SERMON FOR THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

 
 
 Today, as New York City prepares to look a lot like Christmas, the Church 
concludes its annual calendar with the Feast of Christ the King.  A new year begins next 
Sunday with the start of the four week Advent season. 
 
 Before I comment on Christ the King, I want to make a few personal remarks. 
 
 In recent months, I have been asking myself, “Do I hang on, or do I let go?’   
 
 Obviously, I have answered that question. 
 
 So, this is also the occasion for me to say farewell to you before I set off early 
tomorrow for a very hot place; Palm Springs, my future home, where it can be said, some 
like it hot! 
 
  Not to be confused with Palm Beach, Florida, Palm Springs, is a desert resort town 
of about 47,000 people in the Coachella Valley of southern California, about two hours east 
of both San Diego and Los Angeles, situated at the base of the San Jacinto mountain range.   
 
 Long a destination for snowbirds from Minneapolis and Chicago it has also been a 
Hollywood hide-away since the 1930’s.  Famous for its natural beauty, Palm Springs is also 
known for its post-modernist houses, and is also the site of the iconic modernist Kauffman 
residence by architect Richard Neutra.  
 
 Talk of houses, now reminds me of Scripture and the warning about building a 
house on sand, wherein one is told to build instead on a surer foundation, like rock.   
 
 This makes me nervous. 
 
 Most of what constitutes Palm Springs is sand; lots of it.  And, the city is situated on 
the San Andreas fault which cuts through the Valley.  So, at some point, and, with 
confidence in my coverage with Chubb insurance, I expect there will come a time when 
there will be a whole lot of shakin’ goin’ on!  But, in California, life is always somewhat of a 
gamble when it comes to terra firma. 
 



 I want to thank many of you for your kind words, notes of encouragement, and 
good wishes, which have been a help and support during a stressful and difficult time.  
Preparing for retirement has been, surprisingly for me, one of the hardest things I have 
done.   I thought it would be a breeze.  It was not. 
 
 And, thanks, also, especially to Fr. Mead, under whom I have been pleased and 
honored to serve in this parish these past thirteen years.  He has been a friend and 
counselor, priest and mentor from whom I have learned much.  Few people know that 
without his help, I could not have done the work at Manhattan Plaza that I did before 
returning to this parish full time five years ago. 
 
 And, thanks as well to Fr. Andrew, under whom I also served in the 1980’s. 
 
 Like Shakespeare’s Henry IV, it could be said that I can be read and understood in 
two parts! 
 
 T S Eliot once wrote that “old men ought to be explorers” (Four Quartets, II.5).  I 
think he is saying that adventure and discovery are not solely the property of youth. Wise 
Mr. Eliot is also saying something more; that adventure and discovery keep us, at any age, 
young and vital. 
 
 Adventure and discovery are the reason I came to New York in the early 1980’s 
when I was in my mid-thirties; stars in my eyes, a dreamer, a young man on an odyssey.   
 
 Looking back, was it worth it? 
 
 Yes; it demanded everything; tested all I had to give and knew; taught me; molded 
me; at times horrified me or delighted me; grieved me.  But, those are also words that 
describe New York as a city of and for adventure and discovery, which it most certainly is. 
 
 Someone once told me, I’d never survive in New York. 
 
 However, millions, like us, do just that, defy the dire warnings and survive!  
 
 And, although this town is a tough place, it is also a big-hearted city, where the 
kindness of others can play a key role in who makes it here, as the saying goes.  
 
 E B White, in his insightful essay about New York, once said that anyone who 
comes here must be prepared to be lucky. 
 
 I read and re-read that essay long before coming east from Minnesota. And, I 
believed what White said.  
 
 As I look back, indeed I was lucky, albeit some would call this my propensity for 
magical thinking.  But, I have always believed life needs some magic, like Christmas for 
example, or it would be a very tiresome world.  
 
 Saint Thomas Church, for me, and I suspect for many others, has been and is such a 
place of magic; a powerful tribute to the Almighty in stone, glass, and music posing a 
contrast to the power of the great city of Mammon surrounding it; a witness and sentinel to 
a world of spiritual adventure and discovery, that is also the mercy, forgiveness, and peace of 
God. 
 
  An ancient Roman adage reminds that “All things change, and we are changed in 
them.” 



 
 How very grateful I am for you and the changes we have experienced together as we 
made that step by step adventure and discovery together week after week through daily life 
to the promise of a new Jerusalem.  Again, how lucky I am to have known such fellow 
travelers as you. 
 
 Honestly and simply put, like many of you, I have loved this place.   
 
 And, again, like you, I have known love here in its many forms as well. 
 
 Where there is love (ubi caritas, as the motet that is sung on Maundy Thursday 
states), there not only is God, but there also is always adventure and discovery. I think this is 
because love changes/opens anyone it touches, in both small and great ways. It makes us 
more our selves, just as the absence of it diminishes or impoverishes us.   
 
 Although one never leaves the priesthood any more than one leaves their baptism, 
both being life-long covenants, I do step forward into retirement wondering and concerned 
about the future of Anglicanism.  It seems to me so fractured, conflicted, and frightened. 
And, a fractured, conflicted, and frightened creature can some times be a difficult, wounded 
animal.  About this, I don’t have any answers, apart from saying that the history of the 
church is at times just that, and that I was glad to know the Church when and how I did 
growing up and working here. I’d be lost without it and lost as well without Anglicanism’s 
wonderful sense of humor and delight in the secular. 
 
 Like the wounded Church, I think we have all at some point in our life been a 
fractured, conflicted, and frightened creature, because that is part of the human dilemma; 
people get broken in living in a world that is captive to fear, violence, and death.   
 
 Nearly forty years ago, I began my professional life in the Church in such condition.  
I didn’t know it then, but I was alcoholic.  I didn’t want to be, having grown up around it 
and seen first hand its tragic nature and consequences. 
 
 Being alcoholic is no way to begin anything; a career, a relationship, whatever. But I 
did. 
 
 And, here again, I was lucky. Thirty-seven years ago this month, I began that great 
adventure and discovery called, sobriety. About this awakening that still continues to amaze 
and dazzle me, I claim no virtue, only steadfastness.  It was God’s good doing, and I was 
simply ready to try something different than the painful and messy pathway I had made. In 
return, I have received my character and have been given the power to live fully what to me 
now seems an odd and at times costly priestly vocation that for me has been the proverbial 
pearl of great price and guardian of my soul’s health. 
 
 Today’s feast day of Christ the King, is about God’s intervention into the fear and 
brokenness of our lives.  It tells us that we made the Son of God bear the suffering we could 
not bear, giving to him the shameful and mocking kingship of the Cross; his royal sacrifice 
saving us and opening the gates of heaven to all.   
 
 Yet, from the powerlessness of the Cross, the power of God reigns; not in earthly 
might, but clothed in the royal robes of mercy, forgiveness, and peace; the power of Divine 
Love, in other words, to transform and transfigure, poured out for all time and all peoples in 
the sacred defeat and sacrifice that is ultimately God’s triumph and our victorious entrance 
into new, eternal life. 
 



 We are each and all lucky to have a God such as this; which is to say, One that is 
willing to make us and this world what we and it are not.  This is easy to forget. Yet, it is the 
message of our faith as Christians, for we are on a road of transformation, what the Church 
calls transfiguration, so that we, by Grace, can be made like unto him who is our Lord and 
God. 
 
 I have said good bye to you once before in 1991.   Never did I expect I would say it 
again, but life has its ironies and surprises, and it is once again that time which comes to all 
relationships, only today seems more complex, harder, than that first farewell nearly twenty 
years ago in this same pulpit, wherein I am reminded that in this passage of nearly two 
decades we are now the same and different. 
 
 A man I once knew said to me that we are known best and most fully in our absence, 
that parting completes our knowing one another and gives us a clearer vision and 
understanding in which truths can emerge that heretofore might have been hidden or 
eclipsed. 
 
 I have seen those words proved true over the decades with the many partings one 
knows in a world where all people, places, things, and events are passing away.  So, I am 
confident that in the days ahead we shall come to know one another more fully in new light 
cast upon the familiar landscape of recollection. 
 
  People ask me what I shall remember about St. Thomas Church.    
 
 To answer that, I can say my memories run in two directions; 1) the serious and, 2) 
the not so serious. 
 
 About the serious, I shall especially remember two occasions: 1) the early August 
morning that I was summoned to the emergency room at NY Hospital, Fr. Andrew critically 
injured as a result of a savage attack and mugging; and, (2) the events of 9/11 and its effect 
on this city, our nation, and the world. 
 
 As to the not so serious, three episodes come to mind:  1) a fashion event - when the 
three Bulgari girls, beautiful women, each of them, entered the 11 AM service wearing 
complete ensembles of their distinctive Roman coin daytime jewelry and swathed in Fendi 
furs;  2) a security breach - the day Lord and Lady Cathcart were seated in the front row at 
11 AM., when just before the start of the service a man came down the center aisle and sat 
behind them.   Nothing unusual about that, except this man was a type known to New 
Yorkers; the type who can empty a subway car because he hasn’t seen a bathtub in God 
knows how long.  One needed a gas mask within thirty feet of this unknown worshipper, but 
true to their breeding, Lord and Lady Cathcart did not even flinch through the service.  And, 
3) an “I don’t believe it” moment – a few years ago at communion, a man stood up after 
receiving the host and chalice.  Again nothing unusual, except his pants were no longer 
around his waist, and there he was before all just as God made him!    
  
 Much more could be said.  But, I’ll leave it at that. Where else but here?  That is why 
St. Thomas, I think, breeds a certain kind of heartiness and broadness of attitude in the 
spiritual life.   How gloriously Anglican that is! And, how it reminds me to remain open to 
adventure and discovery any where/any time, for there God often is to be found, or better 
said, there God finds us! 
 
  Tomorrow, I shall be in my new home in Palm Springs; “a sunny place for shady 
people,” as the author Joseph Wambaugh termed it! 
 



 “Bob,” my dad would herein interject, “You can’t talk like that in the pulpit.  People 
just don’t understand humor like that.  I don’t know what makes you say those things.” 
 
 Well, honestly, I don’t know either.  And, some things you just can’t figure out or 
simply don’t care to untangle; like, for example, a messy drawer or desk - they just are the 
way they are. 
 
 But, you, wonderful congregation that you are, have always let me do just that; be my 
tangled self and let me speak as I do and be who I am. We all want that, I think; to be loved. 
Your acceptance is no small gift.  And, I know no other congregation that is or would be so 
generous or so kind.   I felt at home here. It was home. And, I shall miss it, and I shall miss 
you.     
 
 Thank you.    God’s blessing. 
 
   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


